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National Caves Association
Susan Berdeaux, Coordinator

P.O. Box 280
Park City, KY 42160
susan@cavern.com
866-552-2837 (toll free) 270-749-2428 (fax)

OFFICERS:

President: John Sagendorf
Howe Caverns, NY 518-296-8900
johns@howecaverns.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Vice President: Brad Wuest
Natural Bridge Caverns, TX 210-651-6101
bwuest@naturalbridgecaverns.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Secretary Treasurer: Susan Berdeaux
Diamond Caverns, KY 866-552-2837
susan@cavern.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Past President: Richard (Dick) Bell
Seneca Caverns, OH 419-483-6711
senecacaverns@yahoo.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

REGIONAL DIRECTORS

Region One:
(CT, DE, ME, MA, NH, NJ, NY, PA,RI,VT)
Ann Molosky - Lincoln Caverns, PA
814-643-0268 info@lincolncaverns.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Two: (MD, VA, WV, KY)
Gary Berdeaux - Diamond Caverns, KY
270-749-2233 gary@diamondcaverns.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Three: (IN, MI, OH)
Claudia Yundt - Squire Boone Caverns, IN
812-732-4382 claudia@squireboone.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Four: (AR, IL, IA,MO, MS, LA )
Steve Thompson - Fantastic Caverns, MO
417-833-2010
sthompson@fantasticcaverns.com

April 2004
CELEBRATIONS

The year 2004 marks the 75th anniversary of the reopening of Howe
Caverns, New York. General Manager and NCA president John Sagendorf
says there are a number of activities planned for their Diamond Jubilee.

NEW WEBSITE
The Indiana Caves have come together and
started a passport program, including a
website. The cooperative effort between
Marengo Cave, Wyandotte Cave,
Bluespring Caverns and Squire Boone
Caverns has been a long time in the
making and it’s now off the ground and
running. Check out www.indianacaves.com

WINTER PROJECTS
Mammoth Cave, Kentucky will begin a renovation of the cave electrical and
lighting systems this year.
Frank Hurley, Jacob’s Cave MO, says this is the first time in 38 years that he
has kept extra help on during the winter. They are widening their walkways
so the older folks in electric wheel chairs can make high speed turns on the
curves! They are also cementing some of the clay banks along the
walkways. He would like to know how to color the cement to the color of the
clay. Additionally, three reflective pools are to be constructed to enhance
the beauty of the cave and to provide breeding pools for salamanders.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Five: (MT, WY, NE, MN, WI)
Joe Klimczak - Cave of the Mounds, WI
608-437-3038 joe@caveofthemounds.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Six : (WA, ID, OR, NV, CA, HI, AK)
VACANT
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Seven: (UT, CO, AZ, NM, SD, ND)
Steve Beckley - Glenwood Caverns, CO
800-530-1635 mantapet@aol.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Eight: (TX, OK, KS)
Michelle Devaney - Long Horn Caverns, TX
830-598-CAVE
michelle@longhorncaverns.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Nine: (AL, FL, GA, NC, SC, TN, PR)
Jack Steiner Jr. - Ruby Falls, TN
423-825-1958 jackjr@rubyfalls.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

International:
Jeanne Gurnee - TN
615-264-0019 jgurnee@aol.com

HIGHWAY SIGNAGE
The Missouri Caves
Association, in cooperation
with the Missouri Division of
Tourism, is looking at placing
billboards around the state to
promote caves. If the program gets approved, there could be as many as
12 of these signs across the state.

LOSSES
Marion Dunlavy, Lincoln Caverns PA, wrote to let us know that Bear Wertz
of Indian Caverns PA, died in his sleep in January. While he was not
currently an NCA member, he had been for some years. More than a few of
us remember Bear’s more colorful stories during our round table sessions at
our annual convention.

Clark Byers, who painted “See Rock City” on barns in 19 states has died at
89. Byers began in 1937, offering to paint the barns of farmers who allowed
him to add “See Rock City” to the roofs. By the time he retired in 1969, Byers had painted about 900 barns.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

HOUSEKEEPING
There is still time to get your update form back to the NCA office. With the most current information, we
can supply a list of current prices, adventure tours, etc. Please either return the form itself or send any
changes in writing. This enables the NCA to have hard copy for reference, should there be any questions.

8 CAVES IN 6 DAYS
The NCA Executive Committee, President John Sagendorf, Vice President
Brad Wuest and Past President, Dick Bell held a meeting recently and visited
five Texas caves. The meeting was hosted at Natural Bridge Caverns by the
Wuests. Denise Bell represented Secretary/Treasurer, Susan Berdeaux, who
was unable to attend.
After visiting the north and south caverns at Natural Bridge Caverns, the team
made survey visits to membership applicant Cave Without A Name and
member Cascade Caverns. Much work has been done above and below
ground at Cave Without A Name and more is planned. Congratulations to
owner Tom Summers and General Manager Mike Burrell and their team. The
committee recommends conditional one-year membership with a reevaluation
prior to renewal for 2005. The reevaluation will focus on the rate of continued
improvement. NCA member Cascade Caverns has had serious operational
declines over several years and no longer meets the NCA standards for safety
and appearance. Owner and President, Jill Beardsley and manager Dario
were very open to suggestions for improvement and the committee made
several general recommendations. There appears to be a willingness to
accept help and suggestions to improve, and members of the NCA will be
encouraged to assist. The committee recommends that continued NCA
membership be made contingent on immediate efforts to remedy the
deficiencies. A follow up visit will be done in the fall of 2004 before the NCA
convention. Ms. Beardsley indicated that both she and Dario intend to attend
the 2004 convention.
Continuing on our visits the next stop was at Longhorn Caverns State Park
where we all enjoyed a tour of this very nice cavern. Much work with the
property has been done by Michele Devaney and her husband as the cave
managers. Michele reports that they have plans for further enhancement and
are considering adding gemstone mining and other activities. Congratulations
to Michele on the continued fine work.
We then attempted to visit NCA member Inner Space Caverns but they were
closed in anticipation of bad weather. So, we proceeded to former NCA
member Wonder World, a pretty little cave formed on a fault line. Wonder
World has additional activities including a ride through their animal and bird
park. For those who had never seen Wonder World it was an interesting visit.
I (John Sagendorf) then traveled to Missouri for my first visit to Meramec Caverns and Ozark Underground
Laboratory and a repeat visit to Fantastic Caverns. What a wonderful operation Les and Judy Turilli have at
Meramec – and wouldn’t most of us give anything for all those billboards? Winter is upgrade time for most of
us and Meramec is undertaking the installation of stainless steel railings in many areas.
Tom Aley at Ozark Underground Laboratory has a one-of-a-kind operation. My eight hour visit was hardy long
enough. Hats off to Tom, Kathy and their staff for the research and conservation they do. Tom’s work on our
NCA Alpha Radiation study is progressing very well. Our target is to complete enough research to be able to
sign an acceptable agreement with OSHA in calendar year 2004. I am optimistic.
Fantastic Caverns is always a joy to visit. I learned a great deal about their photography system and
encourage anyone with questions about a photography system to contact Steve Thompson. Steve is currently

President of the Missouri Caves Association and the Association is working on a statewide marketing and
promotion program. Impressive! Steve is eager to serve the NCA. We’ll find the ways.
Then, back to San Antonio for a two-day TIA-National Council of Attraction Professionals annual conference,
hosted again in part by the Wuests of Natural Bridge Caverns (Brad is a member of the Board of TIA’s National
Council of Attractions.) Great conference and some very good ideas for our NCA conferences.
Thanks to all for hosting us on our travels and visits.

NCA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HIGHLIGHTS
The NCA Executive Committee held an interim meeting on February 13 at Natural Bridge Caverns. Following
are highlights about the discussion items.
1. Caverns of Sonora: the NCA has provided a letter of concern on behalf of the Caverns of Sonora to a
natural gas exploration company referencing the exploitation of natural gas from assumed reserves
below the caverns. In addition, NCA members have provided advice to Seco Mayfield as he deals with
this situation.
2. Bylaws and Charter: the need to review and revise the Association bylaws and charter were
discussed. Review will commence shortly with Steve Rawlings of Mercer Caverns leading the effort.
3. NCA Membership: Strategies for building membership and member benefits was discussed. These
topics will be handled by Steve Thompson of Fantastic Caverns as leader of the Membership and
Member Benefits Committee.
4. Association Name: a suggestion from David Summers of Crystal Caves of Bermuda to consider
renaming the Association to better reflect current membership and to build the potential member base
was discussed. No changes are contemplated at this time, however we must keep this suggestion in
mind as we move forward over the next several years.
5. Membership Rules: while probably a bylaws issue, it was noted that there needs to be a procedure to
follow when a member cave changes ownership or management.
6. National Cave and Karst Research Institute (NCKRI): President John Sagendorf has agreed to be
the liaison and NCA contact with NCKRI for the present time as the NCA works to build a relationship
with this Federal organization.
7. Insurance Committee: a mid-winter meeting of the NCA Insurance Committee is scheduled to take
place in Tucson, AZ on April 1 and 2.
8. Cave Visits: The Executive Committee will visit several local caves, members, member applicants and
non-members, including Natural Bridge Caverns, Cave Without a Name, Cascade Caverns, Longhorn
Caverns State Park, Inner Space Caverns and Wonder World.
The meeting adjourned to tour Natural Bridge Caverns. Thanks to the Wuests for hosting us.

FINAL THOUGHTS
“Life begets life. Energy creates energy. It is by spending oneself that one becomes rich.”
Sarah Bernhardt
“Hold yourself responsible for a higher standard than anybody expects of you.”
Henry Ward Beecher
WATCH FOR A SPECIAL ISSUE OF CAVETALK ON THE TOPIC OF INSURANCE – COMING SOON.

